
“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He who has been 
born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the 
East and have come to worship Him.’ When Herod the 
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. So they said to him, ‘In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the 
prophet: “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out 
of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My 
people Israel.”’”                    
 Matthew 2:1-6



“Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise 
men, determined from them what time the star 
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go 
and search carefully for the young Child, and when you 
have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may 
come and worship Him also.’ When they heard the 
king, they departed; and behold, the star which they 
had seen in the East went before them, till it came 
and stood over where the young Child was. When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great 
joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw 
the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell 
down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.”  Matthew 2:7-11



“Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed for their 
own country another way. Now when they had 
departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘Arise, take the young 
Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until 
I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to 
destroy Him.’ When he arose, he took the young 
Child and His mother by night and departed for 
Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, saying, ‘Out of Egypt I called 
My Son.’" Matthew 2:12-15



“Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived 
by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he 
sent forth and put to death all the male children 
who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from 
two years old and under, according to the time 
which he had determined from the wise men. Then 
was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel 
weeping for her children, Refusing to be comforted, 
Because they are no more.’"  
       Matthew 2:16-18



Herod “The Great” 
1. The LORD never called Herod  
 “The Great”     
    
2. “Herod the king” Matthew 2:1 

3. “And in the greatness of his folly              
he shall go astray.” Proverbs 5:23 

4. "For whoever exalts himself will be  
humbled, and he who humbles himself  
will be exalted." Luke 14:11



Born: 
1. In Ashkelon, Philistia, of Idumean  
(Edomite) father  (Antipater) & Arabian  
mother (Cyprus) (Deuteronomy 17:15) 

2. 73 B.C.-4 B.C. 
 1) Governor of Galilee 47-37 B.C. 
 2) King of Judea 37-4 B.C. 

3. Favored by Octavian (Caesar Augustus ) 

4. Supported by ROME, NOT God!
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Brutalized: 
1. Corrupt Political Family –  
 1) He married 10 wives 
 2) Because He suspected treason,                   
 He murdered:  His Father-in-law,       
Several Wives, 2 Sons, AND           
ATTEMPTED TO MURDER Jesus! 
(Caesar Augustus: “It’s better to be Herod’s pig 
than his son.”) – pork was forbidden to Jews 
2. Knowingly Violated Scripture Genesis 2:24 
3. Unknowingly Obeyed Scripture  
 Hosea 11:1; Jeremiah 31:15 
 Hebrews 9:27



Built: 

1. Temple in Jerusalem John 2:20 

2. Masada Fortress 

3. Caeserea Acts 10 

4. Theaters, Aqueducts, 
 Palaces, Houses,  
 Jerusalem Walls, 
 Etc. 
5. AT TREMENDOUS TAX 
 BURDEN ON PEOPLE!

http://breakingbreadjourneys.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/04a8e4017962cad0b3fe6487663198d9.jpg


Lessons 

1. No One Can Stop God’s Commands 
 Acts 17:30-31 
2. No Government Spends Its Own Monies 
 2 Kings 23:35; 1 Corinthians 9:7 
3. “Exceedingly angry” Matthew 2:16 
 =Jealous Rage  James 1:20 
4. No One Can Ignore God’s Commands 
      And Be Blessed Luke 7:29-30 
5. Humility Before God                      
Colossians 1:18; Acts 2:38


